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Step 2: Distribute the relative frequencies. Table 5.3 shows how we could dis-
tribute the relative frequency of a coin flip. Table 5.4 shows how we could 
distribute the relative frequency of selecting a man from a population con-
sisting of 4 men and 6 women. In both examples, the relative frequency is 
the probability of observing each outcome.

TABLE 5.1   The Frequency of a Coin Flip

Sides of a Coin f(x)

Heads 1

Tails 1

Sample space = 2

TABLE 5.2   The Frequency of Selecting Men and Women

Sex f(x)

Men 4

Women 6

Sample space = 10

TABLE 5.3  The Relative Frequency of a Coin Flip

Sides of a Coin f(x) p(x)

Heads 1 .50

Tails 1 .50

Sample space = 2 ∑p(x) = 1.00

TABLE 5.4  The Relative Frequency of Selecting Men and Women

Sex f(x) p(x)

Men 4 .40

Women 6 .60

Sample space = 10 ∑p(x) = 1.00

FYI
The relative frequency of an  

outcome is the probability of 

observing that outcome.


